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Local Board of Appeal & Equalization April 11", 2025

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bilek at 10:00am at the Townhall.
Board members Peterson, Ommen and Bilek were in attendance, along with the
Clerk, and representatives from Crow Wing County Land Services, Gary Griffin,
Sandra Brueland, Jason Budnick, and Brandon Haglin. 11 residents were present.

Griffin started the meeting by reading a report explaining conditions and process
relating to the assessment of property during the year. He explained the meeting
procedure and the options that can be taken by the Town Board in response to
requests by residents.

Bilek opened the meeting for residents to present their questions and requests.

1. Tom DeMers, parcel #68210553, Clamshell Lake. Tom is concerned with
the increase in the valuation of his property and the inconsistency with the
records of the County regarding his property. Comparable property sales
were reviewed. Motion by Peterson, second by Bilek to make no change in
valuation. Carried unanimously.

2. Michael Lang, parcel #68210508/68210651, Middle Whitefish and Clamshell
Lake. Michael gave the Board a history of the parcel, it has been in his family
since 1974. He explained the damage that was done to his property by the
Tornado last June. Griffin explained that they do not add trees regarding
shoreland property and that he cannot reduce the value based on something
that is not added into the value. Motion by Ommen, second by Peterson to
make no change in valuation. Carried unanimously.

3. Kevin Ladwig, parcel #68130575, Lower Whitefish. Kevin is questioning the
20% increase on the valuation of his property. His property is one of nine
private residents that are part of Boyd Lodge. The County recommendation
for this property is $3,200 reduction after review of the home. Motion by
Peterson, second by Ommen to reduce the valuation by $3,200. Carried
unanimously.

4. Stephanie Foster, parcel #68240551, Star Lake. Stephanie’s parcel value has
increased over the last 20 years, and she feels that it is overvalued. She had



questions about the tax statement, conservation easements, and how the
valuation is determined. Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen to make no
change in valuation. Carried unanimously.

5. Clint Johnson, parcel #68210657, Middle Whitefish. He would like to see a
change in the valuation process of lake shore regarding storm damage.
Motion by Ommen, second by Peterson to make no change in valuation.
Carried unanimously.

6. Terry Dahl, parcel #68070520, Upper Whitefish. They bought their home in
2019, and their valuation has doubled in value. He would like to know the
reasons why the value has increased that much. Comparable lots and sales
were reviewed that explain the increase. Motion by Peterson, second by
Ommen to make no change in valuation. Carried unanimously.

7. Eric Throldahl, parcel #68210552, Clamshell Lake. He is questioning if his
garage is valued properly. After researching, it was determined that it is
valued properly. Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to make no change in
valuation. Carried unanimously.

8. Scott Mumm, parcel #68210624/68210626, Clamshell Lake. Mumm’s
property was heavily damaged by the Tornado last June. After discussion it
was determined that land services staff need to take a closer look at the
property. Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen to recommend land
services staff go out to the property for a revaluation. Carried unanimously.

9. Martin Lauer, parcel #68350500, Lake Ossawinnamakee. Martin is
questioning the valuation of his property. Comparable properties were
reviewed and after discussion it was determined that land services staff need
to take a closer look at the property. Motion by Ommen, second by Peterson
to recommend land services staff go out to the property for a revaluation.
Carried unanimously.

10. Erik Bergeson, patrcel #68200511/68200510/68200509/68200508, Middle
Whitefish/Lake Bertha. Bergeson’s property was heavily damaged by the
Tornado last June. After discussion it was determined that land services staff
need to take a closer look at the property. Motion by Peterson, second by
Ommen to recommend land services staff go out to the property for a
revaluation. Carried unanimously.

The following are from letters sent to Crow Wing County Land Services and
recommendations from Land Services Staff.



1. Chuck Brandes, parcel #68180519, Upper Whitefish. Chuck submitted a
letter to Crow Wing County and Ideal Township asking for a reduction in the
value of this parcel. Land services staff recommend no change to the
valuation. Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen, to make no change in
valuation. Carried unanimously.

2. Diane Flynn Revocable Trust, parcel #68210601, Middle Whitefish. Diane’s
concern is the increase in value. The board reviewed comparable properties
and found the value to be fair. Motion by Ommen, second by Peterson to
make no change in valuation. Carried unanimously.

3. Stuart Workman, parcel #68200555, Bertha Lake. Stuart’s concern is the
increase in value over the last year. The board reviewed comparable
properties and found the value to be fair. Motion by Ommen, second by
Peterson to make to change in valuation. Carried unanimously.

The following are assessor recommendations.

1. Shared lake access lot on Pig Lake. Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to
reduce the valuation of parcel #6814P000 from $146,500 to $87,900. Cartied

unanimously.

As there was no further business to transact, the meeting adjourned at 12:54 pm.
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