
 

 

 
 

Local Board of Appeal & Equalization April 10th, 2026 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Peterson at 10:00 am at the Townhall. 
Board members Bilek, Ommen, Clerk Wallace, and representatives from Crow Wing 
County Land Services, Gary Griffin, Sandra Brueland, Jason Budnick, and Brandon 
Haglin.  9 residents were present. 

Peterson started the meeting by explaining the meeting procedure and the options 
that can be taken by the Town Board in response to requests by residents. 

Peterson opened the meeting for residents to present their questions and requests. 

1. Mike Lynch, parcel #68290537, Bertha Lake.  Mike is concerned with the 
increase in the valuation of his property and believes he cannot sell it for what 
it is valued at.  Comparable property sales were reviewed.  Motion by Bilek, 
second by Ommen to make no change in valuation.  Carried unanimously. 
 

2. Jeff Mcmonigal, parcel #68350553/10030705, Lake Ossawinnamakee.  Jeff 
was questioning the square footage the County has listed for his house.  Gary 
explained how they determine square footage with vaulted ceilings.  Land 
services staff will come out to property to reevaluate the square footage of the 
home.  Motion by Peterson, second by Bilek to make no change in valuation.  
Carried unanimously. 
 

3. Scott Mumm, parcel #68210624/68210626/68210625, Clamshell Lake. The 
cabin on the property was reduced last year by $45,000 due to tornado 
damage.  The $45,000 was added back on after repairs, Scott is questioning 
the additional $53,000 improvement listed on the cabin.  Land services staff 
will come out to reevaluate the cabin.  Motion by Peterson, second by 
Ommen to make no change in valuation.  Carried unanimously.  Scott was 
questioning the square footage of the house related to the vaulted ceiling.  
Gary explained how they determine square footage with vaulted ceilings.  
Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen to make no change in valuation.  
Carried unanimously.   
 

4. Dan Leagjeld, parcel #68180513, Upper Whitefish.  Dan believes the value of 
his lot is too high.  The board reviewed comparable properties and sales.  



 

 

Motion by Peterson, second by Bilek to make no change in valuation.  
Carried unanimously. 
 

5. Martin Lauer, parcel #68350500, Lake Ossawinnamakee.  Martin feels his 
valuation is high regarding his property.  The board reviewed comparable 
properties.  His building value went down, and land value went up.  Motion 
by Ommen, second by Bilek to make no change in valuation.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 

6. Mary Jo Neumann, parcel #68240537, Pine Terrace Road.  She is disputing 
the value of their pole shed.  They had a fire and needed to rebuild.  Land 
services staff will come out to property to reevaluate the pole shed.  Motion 
by Peterson, second by Bilek to make no change in valuation.  Carried 
unanimously. 

The following are from letters sent to Crow Wing County Land Services. 

1. John Murray, parcel #68190515, Upper Whitefish.  John is contesting the 
assessed value of his property.  Board members reviewed comparable 
properties and his reductions for the unusual shape of his lot.  Motion by 
Ommen, second by Peterson to make no change in valuation.  Carried 
unanimously.     

The following are assessor recommendations. 

1. Barrett Sullivan, parcel #68200559, Bertha Lake.  Land services staff are 
recommending a reduction in the building value after review.  Motion by 
Bilek, second by Peterson, to reduce the building value from $460,300 to 
$339,200.  Carried unanimously. 
 

2. Russ Pikus, parcel #68240554, County Road 16.  Recommendation is for a 
reduction in building and land value.  Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to 
reduce the building value from $635,300 to $544,500 and reduce the land 
value from $102,100 to $87,700.  Carried unanimously.   
 

3. Karin Dalsin, parcel #68210579, Clamshell Lake.  Recommendation is for a 
reduction in building and land value.  Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen 
to reduce the building value from $417,600 to $332,800 and reduce the land 
value from $816,900 to $788,500.  Carried unanimously. 
 

4. Tom Hansen, parcel #68220517, Storage Road.  Recommendation is for a 
reduction in building value.  Motion by Peterson, second by Ommen to 
reduce building value from $183,500 to $181,300.  Carried unanimously.   
 



 

 

As there was no further business to transact, the meeting adjourned at 12:28 pm. 
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