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Ideal Township Board Meeting, July 13th, 2026 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board Chairman Peterson at the Townhall at 6:30 
p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Supervisor Ommen, Supervisor Bilek, Chief One 
Hanson, Chief Two Withhart, Clerk/Treasurer Wallace, and six residents were in 
attendance. 
 
Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to approve the minutes of the June 15th Regular 
Board Meeting as presented.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Open Forum: 
Rick Mauer and MJ Schneider from the Ideal Sno Pros Snowmobile Club were present to 
discuss selling raffle tickets at the beef feed.  Last year they were across the road by the 
pavilion and had reduced sales.  In previous years they were set up by the Town Hall.  
Ben Withhart, Ideal Fire Chief Two stated the department voted to move soliciting 
organizations across the road last year citing safety concerns.  Having organizations 
across the road improves traffic flow and safety.  After discussion the Sno Pros will set 
up by the dugouts this year, which provide better visibility and foot traffic. 
 
Supervisor Ommen presented the Buildings, Grounds, Park and Trails report as follows: 

1. Mike O’Connell from the LAKE Foundation and Mike Schwieters from Boyd 
Lodge discussed the lake trails initiative with the board.  The goal is to connect the 
Paul Bunyan Trail with the City of Crosslake through the County Road 16 
Corridor.  Mike is seeking support for the initiative from stakeholders.  Mike 
Schwieters provided a letter to the Township stating he would support and 
cooperate with the Township in regard to easements for a trail on Harbor Lane 
and Silver Peak Road, which connect to County Road 16.  Crosslake last year built 
a trail adjacent to Harbor Lane to the City/Township border.  Motion by 
Peterson, second by Ommen to support the LAKE Foundation in the pursuit of 
grants and easements regarding a trail adjacent to Harbor Lane and Silver Peak 
Road.  Carried unanimously. 

2. Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to approve a memorandum of agreement 
with Crow Wing County concerning annual outdoor warning siren maintenance 
services.  Carried unanimously. 

3. Ommen and Peterson attended a webinar about solar power battery storage. 
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Chairman Peterson presented the Road and Bridge report as follows: 
1. The Maintenance Department has been filling potholes, mowing and shouldering. 
2. Motion by Peterson, second by Bilek to approve a quote from Knife River 

Corporation for the reconstruction of Wild Acres Road for $121,359.00.  Carried 
unanimously. 

3. Motion by Bilek, second by Ommen to approve Resolution 2026-10, Resolution 
Requesting Speed Study of Ruttger Road.  Carried unanimously.  Michael Lang, 
resident on Ruttger Road, discussed his concerns about the speed and safety of 
pedestrians on the road with the board and he supports the request for the speed 
study.   

4. Peterson said that bids for Buschmann Road should be sent in August.  The 
project could start this fall with completion in 2027. 

 
Chief Hanson presented the Fire Department report as follows: 

1. Run report for June shows 11 medical, 1 power line/tree on road, 1 CO alarm, and 
2 false alarms.  YTD runs are 69. 

2. Training this month was a mutual aid pumping drill with Pequot and fire 
extinguishers. 

3. The pump for the water supply truck is scheduled for delivery in October. 
4. Chief Hanson is currently looking for a new flatbed pickup truck that will be able 

to handle the new pump’s needs. 
5. Water needs in the park and a well for Tender filling were discussed.   

        
Supervisor Bilek presented the Transfer Station report as follows:   

1. The month of June receipts were $20,809; that’s $285 more than June of 2025. 
2. Year to date receipts is $75,440 and are $8,099 less than 2025 YTD. 
3. 2026 Permits sold YTD are 1,566.   

 
Nothing to report for Planning and Zoning. 
 
Nothing to report for Legislative and Research. 
 
The Clerk/Treasurer presented the Treasurer’s report and Claims for Payment as follows:  

1. Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to accept the treasurer’s report for June as 
presented. The report includes receipts #7794 through #7822 totaling 
$533,299.44.  Disbursements #27226 through #PERA06302026 totaling 
$90,095.84. Carried unanimously. 

2. The Clerk/Treasurer read and reviewed the July claims for payment with the 
Town Board.  Motion by Bilek, second by Ommen to approve the July claims as 
read, claims #48351 through #48387 totaling $60,580.52.  Carried unanimously. 
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Other Business brought before the Board: 
 
Motion by Ommen, second by Bilek to approve Resolution 2026-11, Resolution 
Appointing Election Judges.  Carried unanimously. 
 
Bilek’s driveway gets used as a turnaround on Wabigoniss Shores Road because the 
hammerhead turn around at the end of the road isn’t big enough for large trucks and 
trailers.  Bilek asked about paving an apron onto the driveway.  The board discussed and 
the driveway apron will not be paved but a no turn around sign will be ordered. 
 
Ommen received a copy of Crosslake’s outdoor kitchen rental policy, he will review that 
with the Maintenance Supervisor and the Clerk to see how the Township could 
incorporate that into the current Town Hall rental policy for the possible future outdoor 
kitchen in the pavilion.  
 
Ommen would like to make a small change in the Township employee reference policy 
regarding the standard disclosure section.  The board discussed the change and Ommen 
will work on it.    
 
The Ideal Town Board will email out a survey to the Township’s lodging association 
members to get their feeling about the lodging tax with a requested respond date of 
August 17th, 2026. 
 
There being no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
J. Craig Wallace,  
Ideal Township Clerk-Treasurer 
July 29th, 2026 

 
IDEAL TOWNSHIP  
 
_______________________________ 
Dave Peterson, Board Chairman 
 
_______________________________  
J Craig Wallace, Clerk-Treasurer 


